THE  ENGLISH RENAISSANCE

probably his earliest plays are mere dialogues in the style of
the medieval debats such as Wytty and Wytless (MS. in the
Br. Mus., facs by Farmer) and A Play of Love (printed by
W, Rastell, 1534, facs. by Farmer). His characteristic works,
however, are four brilliant little plays which combine some-
thing of the old allegory with a great deal of vivid realism and
owe much to chance and to the French farces. They are A
mery Play between Johan, Johan the husbande Tyb his wyfe and Sir
John the preest (printed by W. Rastell, 1533, ed. by A. W.
Pollard in R.E. C. Vol. i, and rptd. in Adams, facs. by Farmer);
A mery Play betweene the pardoner and the frere, the curate and
neybour Pratte (printed by W. Rastell, 1533, rpttL Hazlitt's
Dodsley, facs. by J. S. Farmer); A new and very mery enterlude
of all maner wethers (usually called the Play of the Weather],
printed by W. Rastell, 1533, ed. A. W. Pollard in R.E.C.
Vol. i, and rptd. in Adams's; The playe called the foure PP.
A newe and very mery interlude of A palmer, A pardoner, A potycary^
A pedlar (early edd. 1545, 1555, 1569, rptd. in all edd. of
Dodsley^ in Manly and Adams, facs. by Farmer).

A complete ed. of Heywood's plays (in modernised spelling)
byj. S. Farmer was pub. in 1905. Critical works on Heywood
include Wilhelm Swoboda's John Heywood ah Dramatiker (in
Wiener Beitrage, 1888); Karl Young's Influence of French Farce
in the plays of John Heywood (M.P. ii, 1904); A. W. Pollard's
introd. to his ed. of The Play of the Weather in R.E.C. vol. i;
A. W. Reed's articles on John Heywood and his Friends and
The Canon of John Heywood's Plays in The Library, 1917 and
1918, R. W. BolwelFs The Life and Works of John Heywood
(C.S.E.); and the most recent study, R. de la Bere's John
Heywood Entertainer (1937)3 revd. in an important article in
TX.S., May 8, 1937.

Interludes continued to be written up to the beginning
of the seventeenth century. These later interludes have little
literary value; specimens will be found in Hazlitt's Dodsley>
Manly, Farmer's Tudor Facsimile Texts and M.S.R.

EARLY ACADEMIC AND COURT PLAYS

The vernacular drama begins to be affected by the
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